
We’re about to crest 
the hill we’ve been climb-
ing for what seems to be a 
long time. We’re about to 
leave the “desert” we’ve 
been wandering through.  
We’re about to come out 
of the fog into the harbor.  
Whatever analogy you 
feel is appropriate, it’s just 
about time to 
bring it 
home. It’s 
almost time 
for the dirt to 
start flying! 

A host of 
people have 
been working 
on three dif-
ferent fronts so that we 
may bring the details to 
the congregation for final 
approval as early as possi-
ble in April. As far as the 
building committee is 
concerned, we expect to 
have the final construction 
contract—the major com-
ponent in the project 
budget—by April 1.  

The finance commit-
tee, Rick Rickman, Harry 

Perkins, Kathy and Mark 
Rice, and Brian Tanzola, 
are working to secure loan 
proposals from several 
potential lenders.  

And the church has 
been in contact with Pres-
bytery regarding its en-
dorsement of the project.   
We still await the final 

word from Pres-
bytery, but their 
initial comments 
have been very 
favorable, even to 
the point of sug-
gesting that FPC’s 
application may 
set a new stan-
dard for future 

applications.  
Everything is coming 

together now to bring to 
you for final review and 
approval. Our hope is to 
use of one the upcoming 
newsletters to provide 
detailed information in 
advance of the congrega-
tional meeting which 
should be announced in 
the near future. 

At the meeting, we’ll 

again present the details 
of the layout, and provide 
renderings and floor 
plans. We’ll report on 
what the finance commit-
tee has learned from the 
potential lenders. And 
we’ll be asking for a for-
mal vote to enter into the 
loan agreement that will 
let us begin the renova-
tion work itself. Approval 
by the congregation is 
required before Presby-
tery and, in turn, any 
lender can sign a formal 
agreement to move 
ahead. 

So we’re finally on the 
doorstep. We thank you 
for your prayers, your pa-
tience, and the incredible 
support you’ve given us to 
get to this point. 

Randy Phillips 
Building Committee 
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During this time of Lent I’m 
really trying to make an extra 
effort to deepen my prayer life, 
to make it more a consistent pri-
ority during my busy work week, 
and to offer thanks for the many 
folks that support and work with 
me in my music ministry. 

In this week’s Music Box arti-
cle I’m giving thanks for the 
youth group and for the music 
ministry of The Joyful Noise! in 
particular. Though it’s not the 
large choir that we have been 
accustomed to, the current sing-
ers have no less passion and en-
ergy for what they do nor has 
their commitment level waned at 
all.  

Each Sunday at 5:00 p.m. we 
gather and begin our basic 
stretches and vocal warm-up rou-
tine. Unlike other musical instru-
ments that only use a specific 
muscle group, our voices require 
the total body to support and 
produce a healthy, vibrant, and 
energetic tone. Stretching helps 
to limber up and loosen our mus-
cles, thereby reducing stress 
which is the Achilles’ heel for 
singers. 

After several stretching 
exercises we work on our 
basic choral production. We 
follow a musical routine 
each week that reinforces 
what the singers already 
know to be a “good” tone. 
Anything less is unaccept-
able and the kids instinc-
tively understand that. We then 
get to the music itself, usually a 
combination of 3-4 standard fa-
vorite anthems and 1-2 new an-
thems each week. We work on 
incorporating the “good” tone 
produced in the stretch and warm
-up exercises into each anthem. 
Singing through a new, or unfa-
miliar, anthem each week en-
ables us to work on our music 
reading skills. Recognizing inter-
vals, words, and rhythmic pat-
terns from one piece to another 
reinforces their ability to sing a 
new piece with confidence.  

We discuss the texts in our 
anthems and how they relate not 
only to the current liturgical sea-
son of the year we are currently 
in, but also how they relate to us 
and others on a personal level. 
I’m always impressed with their 

answers and their re-
markable knowledge of 
church history, worship, 
liturgical definitions, 
and what it means to 
live a Christ centered 
life—thank you Sunday 
school teachers! 
No rehearsal would be 

complete without singing a favor-
ite piece of music that they have 
memorized over the years. It’s 
always a lot of fun as there is no 
thinking involved, just singing for 
the sheer fun of it.  

Our rehearsal ends with 
prayer time where we voice our 
joys and concerns. This is, for me, 
maybe the most profound mo-
ment of our hour together. The 
depth of caring demonstrated by 
these young people is astonish-
ing. Sure there are some weeks 
where there are general prayers 
offered for passing a test, a sick 
pet, or to do well at some sort of 
competition, but more often than 
not, a prayer will be offered for a 
loved one, a good friend, a 
teacher, or for the church—that 
gets me every time. 

Our young people have a lot 
to offer our church. Their hearts 
are pure, their voices strong, and 
their commitment true. The Joy-
ful Noise! will continue to grow 
and flourish, I know it. One has 
only to look at the makeup the 
group today to fully realize that!  

 

Blessings! 
 

Ralph 

A six-week Communicants Class for 
teens seventh grade and above will begin 
on April 11, the Sunday after Easter. Those 
wishing to participate in the class should 
call the church office, 972-235-2316. Stu-
dents will have an opportunity to join the 
church on Pentecost Sunday,  May 23. 

The Music Box      By Ralph Stannard 

Communicants Class 
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Dear Friends, 
When I came here as your In-

terim Pastor, I told the Session of 
a unique mission opportunity that 
Judy and I would have this year.  
We are going with a delegation of 
Presbyterian ministers and 
spouses to Cuba to learn, teach, 
and share in the life of Presbyte-
rian Christians there. Only 90 
miles away from our coast, Cuba 
seems so much farther, as we 
recognize its isolation from our 
nation for the past 50 years. 

We will spend three days at 
the Evangelical Theological Semi-
nary in Matanzas, near Havana.  
Discussions will center on the 
distinctive missions of the 
“American and Cuban Churches 
in the World”; a common mis-
sion, different perspectives. At 
other times we will be staying in 
towns, and visiting, and worship-
ing with “average Cuban Presby-
terians”, sharing our lives with 
each other as we walk the way of 

disciples of the same 
Christ. We will be in con-
versation with presbytery, 
synod, and ecumenical 
leaders, learning and 
sharing our growing faith 
and our hopes for the fu-
ture. 

It is hard to imagine and pre-
pare for this experience  - besides 
trying to learn more Spanish.  
Cuba is so close to us, but the 
differences will be surprising, I 
am told. Living in a country with a 
repressive government influences 
the church in major ways, with 
obstacles for an open and servant 
life together. And yet, our afflu-
ent culture influences our lives, 
too, with obstacles for an open 
and servant life together. Per-
haps, it begs the question, 

“Which is more of an 
obstacle to living out the 
faith, a repressive gov-
ernment or a repressive 
affluent culture?”  We 
don’t have to agree, of 
course, but the discus-
sion will be enlighten-

ing, especially during this Lenten 
Season, approaching Holy Week. 

I look forward to sharing some 
of my experiences with you after I 
return in time for Palm Sunday 
worship. 

Also, please read Judy’s  note 
of gratitude to you below on this 
page. 

 

Grace and Peace be with you all, 
Pastor David 
Interim Pastor 

The journey to Easter begins 
with the sign of ashes, a symbol  
of the frailty and uncertainty of 
human life, and of penitence. 
Lent is a time to reflect and to 
acknowledge our need for the 
mercy and forgiveness pro-
claimed in the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. Just as we waited during 
Advent, we again wait and pre-
pare to celebrate our redemption 
through Jesus Christ on Easter.  

Holy Week begins with the 
joyful celebration of Palm Sun-
day, moves through the despair 
and grief of Maundy Thursday 
and Good Friday, and on to the 
triumphant celebration of Easter, 

Dear Members of Session 
and Congregation, 

Thank you, thank you for the 
use of your beautiful facilities, 
the help of your staff, the cards, 
the kind words, and the prayers 
you have offered for David, me, 
and my family after the death of 
my sister. You are a kind, caring, 
and strong congregation. David 
and I feel so blessed to be among 
you. 

Again, thank you from the 
bottom of my heart. 

 Judy R. Fletcher 

or Resurrection Sunday. Activi-
ties during Holy Week: 

 

• March 28: Palm Sunday Wor-
ship with palm procession at 
10:30 a.m. 

• March 28: Seder Supper and 
Potluck dinner at 6 p.m. 

• April 1: Maundy Thursday  
Communion worship service      
at  7 p.m. 

• April 2: Good Friday Noon 
Meditation 

• April 4: Easter Sunday Com-
munion worship service at 
10:30 a.m. 

The Journey to Easter 

H-mmmmmm—                  By the Rev. David Fletcher 
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Hello Everyone, 
… I was with a team of 5 other 

people from Lima, Ohio, that 
ended up 
dropped right 
into the swirl of 
Haiti news. We 
went thinking 
we would set up 

a small clinic associated with an 
orphanage and ended up working 
immediately at the only field hos-
pital next to the airport. This was 
run by the University of Miami 
but was in desperate need of 
medical people. In the end, 
Lima’s very own Dr. Sheehan was 
running the operation, involved in 
all the details of transferring peo-
ple to the states; dealing with 
generals and Florida state offi-
cials. I was in charge of the Tri-
age, which took in about 100 peo-
ple in the first 12 hours of each 
day. Most of these had critical 
injuries. It was day 15-18 and peo-
ple were still being found with 
pelvic, spine, leg and arm frac-
tures with no treatment. About 
half were children. It was a sea of 
human misery quite frankly with 

about 250 people being taken 
care of in the tent hospital. 

As the days went by and peo-
ple found out we were there, we 
began to see the 
routine car acci-
dents, shootings, 
burns and others 
added to the mix. 
Then were the hun-

gry people and teenagers with 
babies just looking for suste-
nance. It was heart-rending to 
have to physically force them out 
of the gate since our mission was 
on short-term life saving. The 
suffering of the children was 
pretty unbearable; the screaming 
because of pain associated with 
broken bones and constant 
wound cleaning. We also had to 
set several people out in the 

“death tents” because their inju-
ries or illness was beyond further 
treatment; this included children. 
I slept only 15 hours in 7 days and 

it was only God’s 
grace that enabled 
me to continue. 
In the end, we 
saved many dozens 
of lives and even 
delivered one baby. 

The organization was well sup-
plied, but short on staff. The 
emotional toll for all involved was 
very high, and moral/ethical deci-
sions were a heavy burden. NBC 
News was there doing interviews 
and generally trying to stir up 
whatever drama it could about 
the problems of evacuation. We 
even had two of the Americans 
arrested for the “child-
trafficking” case (still being held) 
taken right out of my triage area 
by the police. I can still hardly 
believe how we were dropped 
right into the maelstrom at the 
time we were. 

 One cannot walk away from 
this kind of event unchanged. 
When you watch a mother of 2 
small injured children hide a 
package of Pop Tarts given to her 
like it was a package of money, 
you weep. You realize our petty 
worries and concerns distract us 
from those things that are really 
important. Focus on loving and 
serving others; thank God for 
your health and good fortune. 
Forgive easily and draw closer to 
God.  

Thanks to all,  
Tim 
 

Note: Tim is a friend of Kathy Minde. 

“Do you love me?  Feed my sheep.” 
More than sixty years ago American Christians joined together 

to respond to the world-wide devastation caused by World War II. 
Just this month, we have witnessed from TV reports and newspa-
per headlines the earthquake devastation in Haiti and Chile.  

One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) continues to offer hope for 
the most hopeless: we walk toward recovery and wholeness with 
those whose lives have been shattered by disaster, and we stand 
with communities facing the slower crises of hunger, disease, un-

(Continued on page 5) 

First Hand Report From Haiti 

One Great Hour of Sharing 
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There are many opportunities 
for young people throughout this 
spring and summer. Three differ-
ent things will be taking place.  
There is Youthquake for 6th - 8th 
graders held at Camp Glimont.  
There will be Kidquake for 1st – 
5th graders held at Camp Gli-
mont. This summer there is an 
opportunity to attend Grace 
Summer Camps for ages 6 to 16. 

*  Youthquake for 6th -8th 
graders: March 26-28, or April 9-
11. Cost: $97 for two nights lodg-
ing and four meals, T-shirt, and 
program expenses. 

Theme: “LOST” 

*  Kidquake for 1st-5th grad-
ers: April 16-18, or April 23-25 
and/or April 30- May 2. Cost: $99 
for housing, four meals, program 
expenses, and a T-shirt. 

*  Grace Summer Camps ages 
6 to 16: week-long camps start 
June 13 and run through July 31. 
Cost: Full week at camp $375; 
Minicamp cost $265. A new ses-
sion starts each week. Some 
weeks have different sessions 
taking place at the same time.  

Theme: “Be a Hero Living Like 
Jesus” 

For more information on all 
these camps and conferences 
contact Lauren Black at lau-
ren@firstintheheart.com or call 
the church office and leave me a 
message. 

employment, and environmental degradation 
that make them vulnerable even before disas-
ters strike. In sharing resources with people in 
need around the world, we not only witness 
God’s love in action in their lives, we feel it mov-
ing in our own. 

“Do you love me? Feed my sheep.” Jesus’ call 
could not be clearer.  Extending his love to us 
and to all who suffer, he calls us to share that 
love with those who need it. By joining with mil-
lions of Presbyterians in taking that call seri-
ously, we can bring hope to families around the 
world. 

This is OGHS month, 
culminating in Holy Week. 
Your Outreach Ministry asks 
you once again to look for 
envelopes in the pews and 
give generously for the sake 
of those whose needs are 
greater than we can imagine. 

(Continued from page 4) 

OGHS 

Calling All Children and Youth 
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We received several requests for the soup recipe served 
at the Ash Wednesday Soup Supper. Hope you enjoy it. 

 

Quick Meatball Minestrone 
½ cup chopped onions 
2 cloves of garlic, chopped 
2 tablespoons of olive oil 
1  12-16 ounce package of frozen cooked Italian-style 

meatballs 
3  14-ounce cans reduced sodium beef broth 
1 can of Great Northern or cannellini beans, rinsed and 

drained 
1  14.5-ounce can diced tomatoes with basil, garlic and 

oregano 
1  10-ounce package of frozen vegetables 
1 cup dried small pasta 
1  teaspoon sugar 
Parmesan cheese 
 

In a 4-quart heavy pot, cook onions and garlic in olive oil 
until tender. Add meatballs, broth, tomatoes, beans 
and vegetables. Bring to a boil. Stir in the pasta and 
return to a boil. Reduce heat and simmer about 10 min-
utes or until pasta is tender and meatballs are heated 
through. Stir in sugar. Add Parmesan cheese as desired. 

Soup Supper Recipe 

The SHYC crew of Lauren, 
Isel, John, Jeff, and Mad-
die, at Austin College in 
Sherman 



Men’s Bible Fellowship 
On March 6, the Men's Bible 
Study Fellowship will 
begin the study of Isaiah. 
All men of the church 
and their neighbors and 
friends are invited to become 
part of this group. Meetings are 
held the first and third Saturdays 
of each month beginning at 8:00 
a.m. in Heritage Hall. Come join 
us for study, fellowship, coffee 
and donuts. Study guides are 
available for $6.00, from Bill 
Yeager in the church office. 
 

Solos 
It’s already time for us to enjoy 
lunch together so we’re going to 
the Blace-Eyed Pea on Tuesday, 
March 9, at 12 noon. The restau-
rant is on Belt Line, just west of 
Coit Rd. Join us—we hope to see 
you there! 
 

 Common Threads 
For several months a quilt group 

has been meeting at the 
church to work on hand-
quilting skills.  We have had 
an enjoyable time of fellow-

ship and learning. We would like 
to expand the group and invite 
anyone interested in creative 
handwork such as knitting, scrap-
booking, embroidery, carving, 
etc. to come. We meet on the 
second Thursday of the month in 
the Green Room at 7:00 p.m. The 
new name of the group is Com-
mon Threads because a love of 
anything handmade is a 
“common thread” for all of us. 
The next meeting is on March 11. 
For more information, please call 
Jan Warner. 
 
 
 
 

PW Evening Circle 
The next gathering is Thursday, 
March 18, at 7:00 p.m. in Heritage 
Hall. All women are invited to join 
us for fellowship and Bible study. 
For more information, call Robin 
Smith. 
 

Sunday Book Club 
On March 21 we will meet at The 
Magic Time Machine in Addison 
at 5:00 p.m. as usual. Our book is 

The Geography of Bliss, by Eric 
Weiner. For  more information, 
call Ginger Anderson. Happy 
reading! 
 

PW Book Discussion  
Good reading! On Monday, 
March 29, Marilyn Frey will lead a 
discussion of Devil in 

the White City, by 
Erik Larson. Winner 
of the Edgar Award 
for Best Fact Crime, Larson's 
book is a spellbinding true tale of 
two men, a narrative of history 
with the thrills of fiction. One 
man is the architect of the Chi-
cago 1893 World's Fair, the other 
a serial killer who used the Fair to 
lure his victims to their death. We 
invite you to join us at 2:00 p.m., 
in the Green Room, to add to our 
lively discussion. For April: Garth 
Stein's bestseller, The Art of Rac-

ing in the Rain, led by Mary Emma 
Smith and Barbara Rice. Ques-
tions? Call Anne Healy. 
 

Empty Nesters 
The Empty Nesters will meet to-
gether for a potluck supper on 
Saturday, March 20, at 6:00 p.m. 
the hosts are Judy and Terry 
Wolfe, along with Barbara and 
Richard Chapman. The dinner will 
be at the Wolfe’s home, 1204 
Grassmere, Richardson 75080. 
Please RSVP to or 
jtwolfe_1999@yahoo.com and 
indicate whether you will bring a 
salad, main dish, side dish, or 
dessert. Please bring your own 
table service and a beverage of 
your choice. Coffee, water and 
soft drinks will be available. 

Events and Opportunities 
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To order one or more Easter lilies for the sanctuary at Easter, fill out this 
form and turn it in to the church office, or place in the offering plate on 
Sunday, March 21 or 28.  Please attach your check to the form and 
mark it for Lilies. Deadline for ordering Lilies is March 31. 
 

   # Lilies @ $10.00 each   
 

 Name 
Please PRINT (very clearly) the information to be printed in the bulletin. 
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♥ Tom French (Linda Yeager’s 
brother) 

♥ Caroline Nelson 

Of Special Concern: 
♥ Florence Mengelkoch 

At Home: 
♥ Marissa Gray 
♥ Naomi Peterson 
♥ Guy Smith 
♥ Joy Stockton 
♥ Oleta Wright 

Other Concerns: 
Those seeking employment. 
Those in the military and their 

families. 
Those preparing for the minis-

try. 
Our congregation and Session 

as we plan and prepare for the 
future. 

In the Hospital/Rehab: 
♥ Ophelia Clark 
♥ Bara Colegrove 
♥ Ginny Kane 
♥ Nicki Snidow 
♥ Ellen Stead 

Upcoming Surgery: 
♥ No one! 

Undergoing Procedure/Testing: 
♥ Michael Bledsoe (Langrehr’s 

friend) 

Sunday, March 7 
☺ Steven Langrehr 

Monday, March 8 
☺ Mary Jo Grimes 
☺ Mike Mathews 

Tuesday, March 9 
☺ Shelby Langrehr 
☺ John Wadleigh 

Wednesday, March 10 

Thursday, March 11 

Friday, March 12 
☺ Alice Oates  

Saturday, March 13 
☺ Cara Crouch 
☺ Brenda Swindle 

Sunday, March 14 

Monday, March 15 
☺ Winnie Brown 
☺ Laura Houston 

Tuesday, March 16 

Wednesday, March 17 
☺ Gillian Long 
☺ Chloe Parrish 
☺ Jake Parrish 

Thursday, March 18 
☺ Lonnie Collings 

Friday, March 19 
☺ Bob Hammontree 
☺ Ruth Thomas 

New Arrival 
Colette Elizabeth, daughter of 
Lisa and Jon Wraith, was born on 
February 18. Proud grandparents 
are Ed and Betsy Gust. 

Thank You 
Thank you so much for all of your 
thoughts and prayers since 
Brianna was born, through her 
hospitalization and still today. 
We have truly enjoyed bringing 
Brianna to church and introduc-
ing her to her loving church fam-
ily. It’s quite apparent she al-
ready enjoys the attention!       

Love 
Sarah and Elvin, Brianna,   
Brooklynne and Bryceson 

New Addresses 
Howard Qualls  

 Sterling House 
2250 Brown St.  #126 
Waxahachie, TX 75165 
 

Tony Combs 
The Wellington 
600 W. Arapaho  #102 
Richardson TX 75080 
same phone number 

Your Prayers Are Requested: 

Happy Birthday! 

Notes and Notables 
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☺ Jason Thompson 

Saturday, March 20 
☺ Stephen Oates 
☺ Sarah Quilici 
☺ Carsyn Sebek 
☺ Mary Ann Stewart 

Think 

Celebration Fund! 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
28 
9:00  Sunday School 
10:30  Worship 
 
 
 
5:00  JE, TJN! 
         Bible Study 
6:00  Dinner 
6:30  LIFE 

1 
9:00  Clothes Closet 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00  Bldg Cmte 

2 
10:00  Bible Study 
12:30  Sew ‘n Tell 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00  Cong Care 

3 
6:30  Prayer Group 
8:00  Sometimers 
9:00  Clothes Closet 
9:30   PW Circle 
10:00  Prayer Care 
1:00  Staff Mtg 
 
5:45  Handbell Choir 
7:30  Sanctuary Choir 

4 
10:00  Art Therapy 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5 
9:00  Clothes Closet 
 
1:00  Photo Club 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30  First Friday 

6 
8:00  Men’s Bible 
            Fellowship 

7 
9:00  Sunday School 
10:30  Worship 
 
 
 
5:00  JE, TJN! 
          Bible Study 
6:00  Dinner 
6:30  LIFE 

8 
9:00  Clothes Closet 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00  Bldg Cmte 

9 
10:00  Bible Study 
12:00  Solos 
12:30  Sew ‘n Tell 

10 
6:30  Prayer Group 
8:00  Sometimers 
9:00  Clothes Closet 
10:00  Prayer Care 
1:00  Staff Mtg 
 
 
5:45  Handbell Choir 
7:30  Sanctuary Choir 

11 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 Common Threads 

12 
9:00  Clothes Closet 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

13 
 

14 
9:00  Sunday School 
10:30  Worship 
 
 
 
5:00  JE, TJN! 
          Bible Study 
6:00  Dinner 
6:30  LIFE 

15 
9:00  Clothes Closet 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00  Bldg Cmte 

16 
10:00  Bible Study 
12:30  Sew ‘n Tell 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00  Hospitality Com 

17 
6:30  Prayer Group 
8:00  Sometimers 
9:00  Clothes Closet 
10:00  Prayer Care 
11:30  Retire-eze 
1:00  Staff Mtg 
 
5:45  Handbell Choir 
7:30  Sanctuary Choir 

18 
10:00  Art Therapy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00  PW Circle 

19 
9:00  Clothes Closet 
 
1:00  Photo Club 
 
 
 
 

20 
8:00  Men’s Bible 
            Fellowship 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00  Empty Nesters 

February/March 2010 


